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SENATOR ROVERO  Good norning. |
apol ogi ze for having m ssed you yesterday but | had
| egislative duties in Sacramento and | apol ogi ze for
arriving late this nmorning but that was pure

ol d-fashioned traffic in Los Angeles. But welcone to

Cal i fornia.

I"mvery proud to serve as a nenber of this
conmi ssion, |'mexcited that you are here in
California, ny hone state. | have, for those of you
who are participating with us today, |'ve had a real

opportunity to serve on this conmi ssion, to work with
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these conmi ssioners, and we have net throughout the
country exploring the conditions of the nation's
jails and prisons and rmuch of what we heard has been
quite disturbing, certainly quite daunting and very
chal l engi ng, but we're in California.

| would like to give you qui ck snapshot as
we entertain and di scuss what is occurring here.
California has one of the largest prison systens in
the world. W' ve got about 167,000 innmates, another
115, 000 on parole. The prison budget itself has
skyrocketed. It is now over $8 billion. In the |ast
two years alone the prison budget has gone up by $2
billion. Right nowin California, approximtely one
out of every $10 paid by taxpayers is going to
corrections. And yet as | look at the situation
| anentably, the prison systemis in crisis. The
juvenile facilities | would declare to be an utter
failure. W have, of course, been taken over by a
federal judge into receivership, actually a nove that
| supported and | appl auded given the |ack of
| eadership to attend to the health care needs of
inmates. Even while incarcerated, inmates are
protected by the United States Constitution, and as
was di scovered in this process, one innmate was dying

per week in the California state prison system
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prevent abl e deaths. This was sonething that Judge
Hender son decl ared was sinply a neglect of |eadership
in the conditions of confinenent of inmates.

There are so many issues. | did
participate with Governor Schwarzenegger this past
year, we did successfully bring about a
reorgani zati on of the state prison system but we all
know t hat reorgani zation is not the formbut it can
provide a powerful tenplate fromwhich we can
emanat e.

In that reorgani zati on we al so reintroduced
anot her part of corrections and we called the
departnent the California Departnent of Corrections
and Rehabilitation. | was very proud to have worked
with the governor to restore that arminto the state
prison system It is about rehabilitation. The jury
is still out, but nuch of the evidence coming in this
year, however, shows a very dismal response to
reinserting the "R' into corrections. "R' is not
about rhetoric, it is about rehabilitation, and at
the end of the day when we | ook at the chall enges we
face, whether it is violence or health care, reentry,
it is about popul ati on nmanagenent and what we do.

Qut of the 167,000 inmates in California,

there are approxi mately 38,000 who are assignhed to
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rehabilitation progranmi ng. 38,000 out of 170, 000,
it is no surprise then that we end up with a failure
rate, a recidivismrate of over 70 percent, so we've
got many chal | enges.

| look forward to the testinmony today. |'m
very excited in particular to hear fromnmny friend,
Merrick Bobb, in terns of the conditions at the L. A
County jails.

Certainly the landmark case that went to
the United States Supreme Court was filed by an
African-Anerican inmate incarcerated at Corcoran who
chal  enged this admnistration on the practice of
housi ng i nmates on the basis of race. |[|ssues of
racial tension certainly are national issues, of
nati onal inportance and significance, but it was nade
very clear, though, that we have opportunities to
house on the basis of gang menbership but shoul d not
be | ooking solely at skin color when an inmate wal ks
in the door, so these are continuing chall enges.

Ri ght now California is facing howto integrate its
prisons. This is 55 years after Brown versus Board
of Education, something that | was stunned about when
| first |earned about the Johnson case in the Suprene
Court.

There are many ot her issues we can di scuss
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but I"'mglad to be here, |I thank you all for com ng
out to | ook at the work we are doing on the

conmmi ssion, we | ook forward to participating with you
as we endeavor to prepare reports that won't just sit
on the shelf but reports that can be utilized by

| egi sl ators, by oversight officials, by prison
authorities, by the community and by inmates and
families and victins thenselves in order to truly
advance the safety of the public and the community as
we di scuss incarceration. So thank you so very much,
it is a beautiful day, we planned it just for you.
You won't get this kind of weather in February

t hroughout the nation, only in California and in ny

honet own of Los Angel es, so thank you so very much.



